
Board of Trustees of Northeastern Illinois University 
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
February 8, 2018 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Northeastern Illinois University was convened at 
Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 2:35 p.m. in the Golden Eagles Room at 5500 N. St. Louis 
Avenue, Chicago, IL. Dr. Carlos Azcoitia, Chair of the Board, called the meeting to order. 
  
Roll was called and the following Trustees answered present: 
Carlos Azcoitia, Wes Becton, Bob Biggins, Sherry Eagle, Barbara Fumo, Marvin Garcia, Trudy 
Leong, Jim Palos, Jonathan Stein, and George Vukotich. 
 
Also present: 
Richard Helldobler, Interim President; Melissa Reardon Henry, University Counsel; Karl Voigt, 
Interim Assistant Secretary to the Board; Betty Asher, Principal Greenwood/Asher & Associates; 
Crystal Cheatham, Associate Greenwood/Asher & Associates; Vice Presidents; and staff. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes from the November 16, 2017 board meeting were presented to each Trustee prior 
to this meeting. No further additions or corrections were recommended and the minutes stand 
as written. 
 
Chair’s Announcements 

 Chair Azcoitia introduced and welcomed new Trustee, Mr. Wes Becton (who replaces 
Eduardo Garza), and announced his committee assignments. 

 Chair Azcoitia announced he and his family attended the Ensemble Español 
performance in December, 2017, and a Jewel Box Concert late last year. 

 
President’s Preliminary Announcements 

 Dr. Helldobler announced that the Forward 150 process has slowed, given the decline in 
state appropriations, but continues to work on its two signature endeavors, program 
prioritization, and the University’s budget modelling examination. Though the University 
is in a good fiscal position through January of 2019, there is still concern that the state 
may not, again, have a budget until after the gubernatorial election. 

 Tonight, the University in is hosting acclaimed journalists Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein as part of the Goodwin Distinguished Lecture Series in a sold-out lecture 
moderated by Interim Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Dr. Katrina Bell-Jordan. 

 The University has achieved its initial goal of $10 million in the Transforming Lives 
Campaign and will tonight announce a “stretch goal” of $12 million. There is still one 
year left in the campaign. 

 The University is pleased to announce that the Council for Accreditation of Counseling 
and Related Programs (CACREP) has affirmed NEIU’s accreditation for the next eight 
years in a cycle ending in October 2024. Dr. Helldobler thanked the faculty and staff for 
their great work in these programs, and for their work in the accreditation process. 

 
Opportunity for Public Comment in Accordance with Public Act 91-0715 
Chair Azcoitia announced the Opportunity for Public Comment. There were eighteen individuals 
approved to speak, and fifteen attended and presented. 
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1. Joe Gerber – Senator: Student Government Association 
Topic: to read a resolution passed by the SGA clarifying President Search 
Recommendations, R18-011 

2. Olivia Perlow – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak about the President search 

3. Amy Durbin – NEIU Graduate Student 
Topic: to speak about the President search process 

4. Frank Gaytán – NEIU Faculty Member/self/member of the President Search Advisory 
Committee 
Topic: to speak on behalf of the President search 

5. Precious Tyler – NEIU Graduate Student 
Topic: to speak on behalf of Inner City Studies graduate students in support of the 
President search. 

6. Isaura Pulido – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak with enthusiasm about the President search and candidate visits 

7. Ashlei Ross – NEIU Student, President Student Government Association 
Topic: to speak about the President search 

8. Anjell Williams – self 
Topic: to speak about the maintenance and upkeep of CCICS 

9. Laurie Fuller – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak about the President search and its process 

10. Erica Meiners – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak about the campus search process 

11. Gabriel Cortez – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak on behalf of the President search process 

12. Brett Stockdill – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak about the President search process and feedback 

13. Marina Whitehead – NEIU Student/President NEIU Black Caucus 
Topic: to speak about student financial aid and communication about where to find 
resources on campus 

14. Valentina Gamboa-Turner – NEIU Student 
Topic: to encourage the Trustees to make a selection from the remaining President 
candidate finalists 

15. Sharon Bethea – NEIU Faculty Member 
Topic: to speak about the current campus climate and its impact on best practices for 
Black Student Success 

 
President’s Report 
The entire President’s Report is incorporated herein by reference. 
 
Action Item I. A. Andrea Evans Tenure 
Trustee Garcia, seconded by Trustee Fumo, moved to approve tenure for Dr. Andrea Evans, 
Director of the Carruthers Center for Inner City Studies. (the Student Trustee is not permitted to 
vote on this matter). 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – can’t vote Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 
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Action Item I. B. Approval of the University Internal Auditing Charter 
Trustee Stein, seconded by Trustee Eagle, moved to approve the University Internal Auditing 
Charter 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – Yes Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 

 
Action Item I. C. University Governance Policy Amendment 
Trustee Leong moved, seconded by Trustee Garcia that the board approve the language 
amendment to the board regulations as presented. 
 
Trustee Eagle asked that the motion include the opportunity to vote remotely on matters before 
the board pending the legal clarification from Counsel. Trustee Stein added he preferred to have 
clarification from Counsel on whether Trustees will be permitted to vote via remote participation 
prior to voting on this language amendment. Interim President Helldobler asked Counselor 
Melissa Reardon Henry whether the vote today would incorporate any outstanding clarification 
related to voting via remote participation or if this would necessitate another round of public 
discussion. Ms. Reardon Henry advised that Trustee Eagle’s stated motion might change the 
intent of the language as presented. Following this discussion, Trustee Leong withdrew the 
original motion. Chair Azcoitia asked Counsel whether or not the vote could proceed. Counsel 
stated there was a previous motion that was seconded to adopt the language amendment as 
presented. Interim President Helldobler asked if the board would be willing to table the item until 
the next regular meeting once an opinion on the matter of voting via remote participation can be 
clarified.  
 
Trustee Becton, seconded by Trustee Leong, moved to table this action item until confirmation 
of a clarifying technicality could be resolved.  
 
Trustee Eagle asked again to vote on the item as originally presented, and that further legal 
clarification would determine whether or not remote participation would include the privilege of 
voting. Interim President Helldobler reiterated a previous legal opinion received by the board in 
2013 that prohibited voting by Trustees participating remotely, despite the silence of the Open 
Meetings Act on the matter. Trustee Stein added that he felt a legal opinion would be better 
prior to a vote on the language amendment as it could affect how Trustees voted on the item. 
Chair Azcoitia asked for any other discussion and Trustee Vukotich requested that the matter be 
tabled until further legal clarification could be obtained. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – Yes Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 
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Board Committee Reports 
Trustee Eagle, seconded by Trustee Stein, moved to accept the Board Committee Reports as 
presented at the Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – Yes Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 

 
Legal Counsel Report 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel, Melissa Reardon Henry, announced that 
the Legal Counsel Report was distributed to the Trustees prior to the meeting and she will 
answer the Trustees’ questions in executive session. 

 
Convene in Executive Session 
At 3:37 p.m., Trustee Stein moved to convene in executive session. The Board unanimously 
agreed to convene in executive session. 

 
Reconvene in Open Session 
At 6:54 p.m., Trustee Stein moved, seconded by Trustee Fumo to re-convene in open session. 
The Board unanimously agreed to re-convene in open session. Karl Voigt called the roll and all 
Trustees previously recorded responded as present. 

 
Action Item I. D. Possible Action Regarding the Negotiation of An Employment 
Agreement With A University President Candidate 
Trustee Becton, seconded by Trustee Fumo, moved that the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees proceed with negotiations of an employment contract with a University President 
candidate. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – No Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – Yes Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – N/R Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 

 
Old Business 
Trustee Becton, seconded by Trustee Garcia, moved to approve the destruction of verbatim 
records from the executive session portion of the June 23, 2016 Board of Trustees meeting. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – No Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 
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Trustee Vukotich, seconded by Trustee Leong, moved that the confidential written minutes from 
the executive session portion of the February 9, 2016 Board of Trustees meeting be released 
for public inspection. 
 
Roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
Azcoitia – Yes Biggins – Yes Fumo – Yes Leong – Yes Stein – Yes 
Becton – Yes Eagle – Yes Garcia – Yes Palos – Yes Vukotich – Yes 
 
The motion carried. 

 
New Business 
Trustee Leong read recently enacted Student Government Association Resolution B18-012: 

► Whereas, NEIU needs to build its brand to increase enrollment, lift school spirit, 
strengthen morale, and raise retention and graduation rates; 
Whereas, NEIU has strong diversity and affordability; 
Whereas, NEIU diversity and affordability offer students a unique opportunity for building 
social consciousness and attaining degrees that lead to employment; 
Whereas, the value of a degree derives from a degree that generates employment; 
Whereas, NEIU can build its brand on diversity, affordability, and NEIU degree-driven 
employment; 
Whereas, NEIU program data metrics do not include degree-generated employment; 
Whereas, NEIU Alumni Association reports a low response rate from alumni surveys that 
ask about employment after graduation; 
Whereas, NEIU culture and administration does not stress degree-generated 
employment; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that upon Senate approval, SGA: urges NEIU to begin 
building its brand on diversity, affordability, and degree-driven employment; urges NEIU 
to begin including degree-generated employment in its program data metrics; urges 
Alumni Association to begin intensifying its efforts for acquiring alumni survey responses 
about employment; 
 
Furthermore, SGA urges NEIU administration to begin building degree-related 
employment conversations and opportunities into university culture, including, but not 
limited to, building partnerships with employers; and urges NEIU staff and faculty to help 
build partnerships with employers. 

 
Adjourn 
At 6:59 p.m., Chair Azcoitia asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Stein, seconded 
by Trustee Eagle moved to adjourn the meeting. Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn. 
 
   Carlos Azcoitia, Chair 
    Karl Voigt, Interim Assistant Board Secretary 


